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The New York Timesâ€“bestselling tale of four orphaned siblings who will do anything to stick

together, featuring more than thirty original illustrations.  Henry, Jessie, Violet, and Benny Alden

take care of one another. They have no parents, no other familyâ€”except for a grandfather they

donâ€™t care to seeâ€”and no homeÂ .Â .Â . until the night they find the boxcar. Old, rusty, lonely,

and abandoned in the woods, itâ€™s the perfect home for four brave children on their own. Through

hard work and courage, the Aldens begin to build a life full of fun and adventure. But when

theyâ€™re faced with a problem they canâ€™t solve themselves, theyâ€™re forced to look for adult

helpâ€”and will find it in the most unlikely ally. â€‹ Hailed by School Library Journal as one of the top

100 childrenâ€™s novels of all time, Gertrude Chandler Warnerâ€™s story has delighted

generations of young readers and launched a long-running series and an animated film featuring

her fearless foursome. Now, new and old fans alike can delight in the timeless book that started it

all, featuring illustrations by L. Kate Deal.
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The year was 1959 and I was a 4th grader at Buckeye Elememtary, in Buckeye Arizona. It had been



my most difficult school year yet, as Mrs. Goodwin was a task master of the highest order and didn't

seem to appreciate my wandering imagination, or lack of attention. In short...I was bored. I was sure

nothing less than a miracle could make me like her, or my 4th grade class. Well, thankfully miracles

do happen. Mrs. Goodwin decided that we were all going to get library cards and trotted us down to

the school library. After getting over the initial shock of being around that many books, I got excited

by the idea of being able to choose one to read. I don't remember what made me choose the

Boxcar Children from all the other books, but it was my first independent reading experience...and it

literally changed my life. The story of 3 young orphaned children who survive on their own in an

abandoned boxcar was mesmerizing. I sat on the couch in our living room, unmoved by either

hunger...or even the call of nature...because I was so involved in the lives and adventures of these

children. It was the first time I found myself transported via the written word to a different time and

place...and it was magic! I reread this book again just recently...and to my delight, I still find it

wonderful. I defy any child not to find magic in these pages. And because the Boxcar Children is

appropriate for either boys, or girls (a rarity these days) it's the perfect book for a parent to read to

their children. This is truly a classic...right up there with "Doctor Dolittle", "The Wizard of OZ", or the

"Enchanted Garden" and a "must have" for any family's book collection. Don't be surprised if your

child can't put it down either and be prepared to read all the other books in the series.
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